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Coming to Elephant Research I expected to successfully complete a well structured and solid study, and in leaving I got that but with so much more. What made my experience so much greater than what I was expecting were the people. Since I arrived with limited understanding of the procedure to contact a field research project, I was a tad nervous, but the mentoring of STE really made me confident in my own abilities and ideas, and I was able to conduct concrete data collection and analysis.  The STE staff are talented enough to be able to be flexible in accommodating what you want, but also guiding you to be successful. In the field as well there was never a moment of uncertainty if I was comfortable or not, everyone had great expertise on the bush and lead with such assurance. Life at STE  is a great balance of work and play, so besides from the instructional hours there was also time for light and entertaining time together. The chats over lunch, dinner and breaks were always such a nice way to wind down and relax for a time to take in where we are. STE was also very willing to help in making your experience that much more, ranging from sundowners with elephants to braais, it really was work hard, play hard environment,  which I loved. The company all around was great. Not only was the STE staff brilliant, but the entire community of Rangers, staff, and guests as well. Everyone was always so welcoming and polite. Aside from the atmosphere being fabulous, I would not be here if it were not for the focus on my project. As I said before I was able to collect concrete data and ideas on analysis, and it worked out just how I wanted it. STE not only provided the perfect opportunity for me to complete my project with ease, but also a place to personally grow. I hope to one day return and strive to continue my project and growth. My stay could not have been better than what it was. Thank you STE-SA. 
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