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SAVE THE ELEPHANTS

Tracking Animals for Conservation
Elephant Tracking Report No. 11: £'September to 31 October 2008

We resume our bi-monthly reporting with this repaotering the months of October
and September 2008. Please accept our apologiglsef@ap in the reports. | was on
leave and my absence overlapped with lains travebbthe country hence the break
in our regular reporting. As usual, we are repgrtine movements of 18 elephants
tracked in Laikipia and Samburu. In september, egeived information on a number
of incidences of human elephant encounters fronh loodlared and non collared
elephants in Laikipia. This may probably have bésggered by the dry spell as
elephants sought for resources within human segibésn During the montQl Ari
Nyiro, MoraniandUKkutaintensified their visitation into settlement areas

Morani is back into ADC Mutara - Kifuko area after spamglithree months in
Loldaiga. Unlike the fence in Loldaiga, the fendeng Kifuko is so far holding up
against him. In this report we provide a detailetkground of Morani, who has
exemplified an East-West migration across the leaos dotted with
humandevelopments, most notable being the elepaat fences. We also provide a
time density map of Southern cross since she witared. Ngeleshas yet to expand
his home range. It is perceptible that he has aahbarrier that limits his movements
into the wider part of the rhino enclosure.

With the onset of rains, high numbers of elephduatge converged in Samburu and
Buffalo Springs National Reservdssidaiand Sera are notably among the elephants.

We look forwards to receiving your comments anavgie

Kind regards,

Festus Ihwagi and lain Douglas-Hamilton.

P.O. BOX 54667 NAIROBI + 00200 - KENYA - TEL: +254 20 891673/890597 - FAX: +254 20 890441/243976
E-MAIL: save-eleph@africaonline.co.ke - www.savetheelephants.com
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Figure 1. Last known locations of 18 elephants traed in Laikipia and Samburu
as at 30" September 2008. The last position of Kimani was cerded on 14'
September when his collar failed.




Laikipia,
. Nature
\Conservancey,

: /Lall-.lp /

Wt./sl

UNIVERS m& ;.\-J,-_'. »R[ “.35“'

swe i s @F CAMBRIDGE &%,
Figure 2. Ngelesha(in red) and Ol Ari Nyiro (in green)

Ngeleshahas not expanded his range despite the formerdjoging fence having
been removed in July 2008. It seems he has a mieataér. This is particularly an
interesting observation on elephant behaviour abatvs that they can be trained to
respect barriers. Unlik®! Ari Nyiro, he does not break the fences, or as would most
likely happen, go through the gaps create@bri Nyiro.

Ol Ari Nyiro has intensified his fence breaking behaviour.dpt&mber, he crossed
the fence 16 times at various points; on the nigh@&’, 5" 8" g" 12" 16"and

from 22%-30". For the first time this year, he went into Mweajed Ndindika
settlements. In October, he made another eightsians into Laikipia West on te
nights of £'to 3¢ 11" 17" 26" and 2. He however maintained his range around
the north western part of the conservancy in thatmadrheir fixes within the rhino
enclosure (fence line in blue) are not shown farigt of Ngelesha’docation.
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Figure 3.Lenana

Lenanahas been on the North Eastern part of LaikipiaudatConservancy all
through moving out only briefly into Louniek SFTidHcollar continues to record a
fix daily unlike most of the others that record Hgwnder normal circumstances. He
is well behind the fence along Laikipia West bouydand not a crop raider.
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Figure 4. Ukuta

Ukuta’s, collar is now working better than before. He hasrbepending time mostly
on the periphery of Rumuruti Forest made frequeif lvisits into the neighbouring
settlement areas. He made 12 such visits in thethntheptember He went to
Muhotetu A on 8, 8" and 14, Rimunga on § 10", Marmanet A SFT on f1and
12, Ex-Cunningham on $aand 17, Salama on F5and 26' and finally to Ithima on
29" In October, he expanded his range into Marmaagtst where e spent the nights
of 24" to 26".
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Figure 5a.Morani’s track for the month of September 2008

Morani’s was collared on 24Feb 2007 in ADC Mutara. Since then he has been to
Loldaiga Ranch three times. His latest trip starda® May when he set off to
Loldaiga from ADC Mutara after the onset of thenmiAfter spending approximately
three months in Loldaiga, he set off for ADC Mutamahe first week of September.
While in Loldaiga Ranch, he broke the southern éefia light blue) frequently
venturing into settlement areas. To get into Lajdaihe has been using the gap
between Ol Jogi and Mogwooni’s fences. However tinie around, he made a loop
through Mogwooni possibly breaking the fence a#tpparently missing the gap on
his way back.Morani’s track well depicts an East-West migration pattaonoss
Laikipia as shown by the time density map below: fhe first time, went across the
new fence on the nights of'4and 13' October, possibly via the same breakpoints or
openings. His range is typical of an elephant witlo major concentration areas
connected by a travel corridor.




Figure 6. Genghis Khan

Genghis Kharhas been well contained by the new fence constiesdier in the
year. He is presently in Kifuko. He crossed thecéean 13 October, possibly via the
same exit used by Morani.



Figure 7. Mpala

In SeptembenMpala spent much time in Eland farm and Thome B proggriin
October he went to Colcheccio via Ngorare, Ol Doiapnd Kisima Ranches.



Figure 8. Jocelyn

Jocelynhas extended her range from her usual place isdbthern part of Segera
Ranch to Eland farm. At the start of Septemberveein Mpala Ranch but set off
for Eland Farm on'8September through Jessel ranch and latter aloggrSitstream
in Segera Ranch. She is seemingly headed backiipata Ranch.



Figure 9. Ol Pejeta(in red) and Kimani(in purple)

These bulls have maintained their respective ranggin Ol Pejeta Conservancy.
Kimani's collar is presently not active; having failed o' September when we got
the last fix from the collaKimaniwas a subject of an article by Associated Pregs tha
highlighted Ol Pejeta’s conservation programme efifarts to reduce human elephant
conflict.
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Figure 10.Loldaiga

In Septembern, oldaigaspent considerable time either in Mukogodo Favest
Makurian. Late October, on the",&he went briefly into Ole Naishu before
proceeding on her annual migration to Il Ngwezi vehwe caught up with her.
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Figure 11 Mt. Bull

After spending considerable time in Boramdt. Bull went into Mt Kenya Forest
Reserve on 28September. However, he spent barely three dayséeéturning to
Borana on 30 September. Since then, he has been in or witienperiphery of
Borana Ranch. His latest position overlies the diadnmark of his first position in
Borana.
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Figure 12 Drachmae

Drachmaeis still within the North Western part of Lewa. &ldiamond mark of her
first position is obscured by the cluster of hae#.
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Figure 13 Tia Maria

As has been her routine, Tia Maria ventured SautthiNgare Ndare Forest and back
into Lewa. She spent five days, front2a 26" September in the forest before going
back into Lewa. She ventured briefly out of Lewa &n opening in the northern

fence.
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Figure 14 Jerusalem

Jerusalemhas been largely within the western part of Samidational Reserve, but

for brief visits into Isiolo West and Buffalo Spgs National Reserves along the river.
After exactly one month, i.e. on 3®eptember, she was back to almost the same spot
where her first fix is, but has since moved intddfaa conservancy where we caught

up with her.
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Figure 15Esidai
Esidaikept close to Ewaso River and its feeder streanSeptember, but is now back

into the reserve amongst other (non collared) eefihthat have congregated in the
reserves as is usual after the onset of rains.
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Figure 16a.Southern Cross

Southern Crossvas collared on 1D September 2006. She resides mostly in the
Western part of Shaba National Reserve as candie fsem her time density map
below. In October, she repeated one of her noreguént excursions further north
along Ewaso Nyiro River where we caught up with her

Figure 16b Time density map ofSouthern Crosstracks since she was collared
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Figure 17 Sera

At the beginning of Septembeerawas at the Ol Donyiro — Wamba West boundary
before moving further into Wamba West, and makirgflvisits into Loroki. On 11
October, she embarked on a long streak througha@iito, Kipsing and Westgate
and visited Samburu National Reserve for the finsé to our knowledge but only
stopped for three days time. We caught up withilm&malama conservancy,
seemingly headed further north.
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