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Tracking Animals for Conservation 

Elephant Tracking Report No. 14: 1st to 31st December 2008 

 
Once again, we are pleased to send you a report of the movement of 18 elephants 

tracked in Laikipia, Isiolo Samburu and Marsabit. After missing in the tracking 

system in November, Jocelyn is back with her really old collar. After a venture far 

north into Loisaba, she is now back into her usual place; Segera Ranch. Ngelesha is 

trying to get back into his one time confinement zone having traversed the landscape 

to go up as far as Loroki in Samburu District.  It appears he is being prevented by the 

rhino enclosure fence.  

 

We note that crop raiding instances particularly of Ol Ari Nyiro have ceased. Morani 

and Genghis Khan have been moving together in Kifuko area and the fence is quite 

effective in containing their movements.   

 

Jerusalem and Esidai are in the reserves having spent considerable time in Isiolo 

West and  Ngare Mara community areas respectively. Marsabit elephants have 

maintained their ranges, apart from a brief venture by Hermes into Logologo.  

 

We wish you a happy new year. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Festus Ihwagi and Iain Douglas-Hamilton. 
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Figure 1 Last known locations of 16 elephants tracked in Laikipia and Samburu 
as at 30th November 2008.  
 
Morani and Genghis Khan are together just as they were at the time of our previous 
reporting. Genghis Khan’s last position underlies that of the Morani.  Jocelyn’s collar 
is back on the tracking system after missing for the month of November. 
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Figure 2 Hermes (blue) and Sora (green) in Marsabit.  
 
The elephants have maintained same ranges as in the month of November apart from 
Hermes’ brief visit to Logologo.
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Figure 3a Ngelesha (in red), Ol Ari Nyiro (in Green) and Lenana (in Blue).  
 

 
 
Figure 3b A close up showing Ngelesha’s attempt to get into the rhino enclosure. 
 
After roaming far north outside Laikipia Nature Conservancy in exercise of his 
rediscovered freedom, Ngelesha is trying to get back back into the conservancy. Of 
the three elephants tracked in the conservancy, he is the only one who showed 
remarkable movements outside the conservancy during the month. Notably, Ol Ari 
Nyiro’s visits to settlement areas have ceased, at least for the month. 
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Figure 4 Ukuta in Rumuruti Forest 
 
Ukuta continues to make frequent visits into settlement areas. During the month, he 
visited all settlement schemes neighbouring the Forest apart from Leshao and 
Rimunga. 
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Figure 5 Genghis Khan 
Genghis Khan has been spending time within Pesi Swamp and the feeder stream that 
runs between ADC Mutara and Kifuko. 
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Figure 6 Morani 
 
Like Genghis Khan, Morani has been in Pesi Swamp area and the ranches to the north 
of it. They no longer walk along the fence as they used to as soon as the fence was 
erected, possibly an indication they have learned of the insurmountable barrier and 
given up attempts to cross it.
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Figure 7 Mpala 
 
Mpala has been roaming throughout ranches to the north of Laikipia District. He 
visited Mpala, Loisaba, Francombe and Kirimun. 
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Figure 8 Ol Pejeta 
 
Ol Pejeta has also maintained his usual range within the conservancy.
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Figure 9 Loldaiga and Mt. Bull 
 
Mt. Bull is in Borana. He made a three day visit; 11th to 14th Dec, into Il Ngwezi. 
Loldaiga is in Il Ngwezi. She made brief visits into Isiolo West on 7th and 12th Dec 
2008.
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Figure 10 Tia Maria (in Orange) and Drachmae (in Purple) in Lewa 
 
The two female elephants have been in Lewa Conservancy all through with scarcely 
overlapping home ranges for the period. 
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Figure 11 Esidai (in light blue) and Jerusalem (in brown) 
 
Jerusalem got back into Samburu National Reserve on 25th December from Isiolo 
West. 
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Figure 12 Southern Cross 
 
 


