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Tracking Animals for Conservation 

Bi-Monthly Elephant Tracking Report No.6: 1st to 15th June 2008 

We open this sixth report by exploring the effect of the new fence line in on elephant 
movements in Laikipia. The new fence cuts the range of Ukuta, Genghis Khan, 
Morani, Ol Ari Nyiro and Mpala. In what could be a fence break, Ukuta has moved 
across the new fence. 
 
 We note that Ngelesha has been enclosed in a rhino boma since his collar was 
attached in August 2007.  This confinement is bound to cause habitat change in due 
time. A comparable scenario exists in the rhino sanctuary in Ngulia, Tsavo West, 
where some elephants enclosed in a limited space have caused considerable habitat 
degradation. We show this in a Google Earth (satellite) image presented here 
alongside Ngelesha’s map. We respectfully advise that Ngelesha should be released if 
possible.  
 
We continue to see significant movements of elephants within Laikipia as Ol Ari 
Nyiro returns to Laikipia Nature Conservancy in a remarkable streak from the 
Rumuruti area where he was a regular crop raider before the fence was erected. Mpala 
has also left Kifuko area heading into Mpala Ranch.  
 
 
We appreciate all comments we have received from you that have enabled us keep 
improving the reports. We look forwards to hearing more.  
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
Festus Ihwagi and Iain Douglas-Hamilton 
 
 
 

 



2 
 

 
Figure 1. Time density maps of five elephants, Genghis Khan, Ukuta, Ol Ari 
Nyiro, Mpala and Morani whose range has been cut by the new fence.  
 

Elephant Period Tracked 

Total time 
tracked 
(Hours)  

Hours spent South* 
of new fence (% time 
in brackets) 

Time spent North 
of new fence (% 
time in brackets) 

Genghis 
Khan  

Apr 04 to May07  
May 07 to present 7793 3077.211 (39%) 4715.313 (61%) 

Ukuta Aug 07 to present 4553 2467.55 (54%) 2085.4 (46%) 
Ol Ari 
Nyiro  Aug 07 to present 6568 2181.93 (33%) 4385.9 (67%) 
Mpala Mar 07 to present 10065 862.947 (9%) 9201.653 (91%) 

Morani 
Apr 04 - Nov06 Feb 

07 to present 32831 3760.14 (11%) 29070.76 (89%) 

Table 1. A summary of time spent by each of the above elephants on either side 
of the new fence 
                       *South of the fence refers to the side of Rumuruti township
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Figure 2. The last known locations of some of the elephants tracked in and 
around Laikipia as at 31st May.  
 
Elephant names (in white) are next to each of the elephant’s last position. Elephant 
icons facing right represent bulls and vice versa. We note that these may not 
necessarily be the exact locations of elephants at the time of making the report due to 
delays in data relay to our system when elephants are in areas with no Safaricom 
network coverage. Samburu elephants are shown separately at the end of this report.  
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Figure 3a. Ngelesha’s confinement in a rhino boma in Laikipia Nature 
Conservancy 
 

  
Figures 3b and 3c. Ngelesha’s close up view showing her restricted movements 
(left) and a view from Ngulia (right) showing the degraded habitat caused by 
some elephants enclosed for about 15 years. 
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Figure 4. Ol Ari Nyiro’s long trek from Kifuko to Laikipia Nature Conservan cy 
 
Ol Ari Nyiro set off from ADC Mutara on 5th June. He walked along the new fence in 
Ngorare heading into Ol Maisor where he took a rest for 13hours before proceeding 
towards Laikipia Nature Conservancy (LNC). He entered LNC from the northern tip, 
seemingly avoiding crossing right through Mutukanio and Laikipia West settlements 
areas. This return track is a slight deviation from the one he used earlier before the 
fence was completed as can be seen in his time density map in figure 1 above.
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Figure 5.  Genghis Khan 
 
Genghis Khan has been in ADC Mutara and Kifuko area. The deterrence by the newly 
built fence is apparent. We note that he has spent much time near the fence.



7 
 

 
Figure 6. Ukuta’s movements 
 
Ukuta has moved across the fence. We have not yet established whether it is a fence 
break or possibly he went through an existing gap.  Can anyone tell us the answer? 
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Figure 7. Mpala’s track 
 
Like Morani and Ol Ari Nyiro, Mpala has left Kifuko area and headed North East. We 
captured him just about to enter Mpala Ranch. 
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Figure 8. Morani (at the bottom) and Loldaiga (at the top) 
 
Morani and Loldaiga have spent the larger part of the last fortnight in Loldaiga. 
Morani is on the southern side. The southern part forms a core of his range as can be 
seen in figure 1 above. Loldaiga ventured briefly into Kamwaki and we caught up 
with him in Makurian at the time of making this map.  As usual the southern fence of 
Loldaiga seems to be holding up.
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Figure 9. Kimani (in purple) and Ol Pejeta (in red) 
 
As in the previous reports, these two elephants are within Ol Pejeta and Sweetwaters, 
each maintaining to its respective part of the fenced (but not partitioned) property.
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Figure 10.  Jocelyn  
 
Jocelyn is presently in Kihoto. She ventured through Jessel into Mpala Ranch and 
back.
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Figure 11. Mt. Bull   
 
Mt. Bull has been in Imenti Forest all through.
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Figure 12. Tia Maria (in Orange) and Drachmae (in purple) 
 
Drachmae has been within Lewa all through. The lines jutting out of Lewa are due to 
some errors on the data file. Her latest position superimposes on her first position 
concealing the diamond mark. Tia Maria has moved from Lewa into Ngare Ndare 
forest where she is.  
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Figure 13.  Esidai in Samburu National Reserve 
 
Esidai spent quite some time in Samburu National Reserve near its boundary with 
Kalama and several times ventured close to Archer’s post. We caught up with him 
headed towards West Gate.
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Figure 14. Jerusalem in Samburu National Reserve 
 
Interestingly, Jerusalem has circled Koitogor hill in Samburu National Reserve 
severally and seemingly attempted to climb it. 
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Figure 15. Southern Cross in Waso 
 
After spending time in Ngare Mara, Southern Cross moved into Waso, and we caught 
up with her just across Shaba National Reserve 
 
 
 


